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MRS* MARY 33. NEALY. 


One of the loyeliest paintings it has ever 
been my good fortune to behold is “ The Erl 
King’s Daughters,” by Kauffman, now on 
exhibition in Mr. Markriter’s window, on 
Seventh street. Charming and poetical in 
conception, delicate and finished in execu¬ 
tion, and weird, enchanting, and fascinating 
in effect, it is no wonder that all classes of 
passers-by are allured to the spot and enchain¬ 
ed there by the power of genius. The idea of 
the picture is gathered from the beautiful 
German legend so finely wrought into verse 
by Goethe : 

THE ERL KING. 

“Who ridetli so late through the night-wind wild? 
It is the father with his child; 

7 Tc Ins 'he UtMo one well 1r> hl.f nnn; 

lie lioius Him safe, and he folds him warm. 

“My son, why liidest thy face so shy?” 

“Seest thou not, father, the Erl King nigh? 

The Erlen King, with train and Crown?” 

“It is a wreath o^mist, my sou.” 

“Come, lovely boy, come go with me; 

Such merry plays I will play with thee; 

Many a bright flower grows on the strand, 

And my mother has many gay garments at hand.” 

“My father, my father, and dost thou not hear 
What the Erl King whispers in my ear?” 

“Be quiet, my darling; be quiet, my child; 
Through the withered leaves the wind howls wild.” 

“Come, lovely boy, wilt thou go with me? 

My daughters fair shall wait on thee; 

My daughters their nightly revels keep; 

They’ll sing, and they’ll dance, and they’ll rock 
thee to sleep.” 

“My father, my father, and seest thou not 
The Erl King’s daughters in yon dim spot?” 

“My son, my son, I see and l know 

“I love thee, thy beauty hath ravished my sense; 
And, willing or not, I will carry thee hence.” 

“0, father, the Erl King now puts forth his arm, 
O, father, the Erl King has done me harm.” 

The father shudders; he hurries on ; 

And faster he holds his moaning son. 

He reaches his home with fear and dread, 

And lo! in his arms the child was dead!” 

1 had intended to tell the story briefly, and 
only copy a verse or two of the poem, but 
find that the story would lose its weird beauty 
told in any words but those of the poet. In the 
painting the pale light of the new moon falls 
upon the scene, which else were all in dark¬ 
ness. Only a faint glimmer of departed day 
shows the horizon in the far-off distance. The 
grounds are low, with pale wreaths of mist 
rising from the damp earth,, while the weird 
old willows stand like huge ghosts against 
the sky. Here, rising from the floating mist, 
their exquisite forms visible through the mist- 
like drapery, and their tresses of “paley gold” 
falling loosely about them, the three beauti¬ 
ful daughters of the fabled Erl King disport 
in the moon-beams; while afar off the Ger¬ 
man father, traveling through the night with 
his sick child, sees only the willow trees and 
the wreaths of floating mist. The child, 
however, with senses spiritualized by suffer¬ 
ing, and imagination excited by the darkness, 
the fever, and the memory of stories told at 
night by his old German nurse, sees all the 
legend realized before his eyes. 

But the charm of this painting can never be 
told imwords. The organs of vision, aided 
by high, poetic feeling, can alone compre¬ 
hend its beauty. I think I have never yet 
seen a painting I so much admired. It is 
Mr. Kauffman’s master-piece, and one of the 
master-pieces of art in America, and certainly 
ought to be placed where all could enjoy its 
beauty. 










Iny other course would he a national 
lisgrace, and one that the people would 
lever sanction. Let this Congress obey 
lie people in one thiug at, least, by ap¬ 
propriating the money necessary to make 
■his grand event a success: • It is the 
Inly way to equalize among ihe {States 
Ihe honor and duty of contributing 
coward it. History should not be allowed 
po record the fact that Pennsylvania was 
entitled to all the honor, simply because 
the Declaration of Independence hap¬ 
pened to be signed and declared in Phila¬ 
delphia, which, at the time, was as much 
an accident as a necessity, and not, as 
[we are too much inclined these days to 
think, a big job, gotten up by a Philadel¬ 
phia ring. 


WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY. 

This is the one hundred and forty-sec- 
pnd anniversary of the birth of George 
Washington. It is wall that we should 
(recall the chief ^features of that model 
character at least once a year, and en- 
ieavor to draw lessons of instruction 
'from it. In all that adorns domestic, 
social, and public life he stands before 
Ithe world the noblest type of a true gen¬ 
tleman ; we had like to have said “Ameri¬ 
can gentleman,” but that would be nar¬ 
rowing the scope of an example which, 
in its purity and simplicity and dignity 
Ind courage and integrity, stands un¬ 
surpassed in history. A good son in his 
boyhood, obedient to his parents, fond 
bf truth, hating meanness and deception, 
thivalric in his bearing, and honorable 
In his sentiments, Washington developed 
Into a manhood which so co mbined the 

eSto CiULLLUlltS Ul 11.10 tiUitJb ctS LU plclCU 

him irfttlie lead of a great movement in 
pehalf of free government, which it was 
lis good fortune to make successful and 
^o direct with wisdom afterward. He 
ieserves far more of the respect of man¬ 
kind than this gilded and corrupt age 
J-eems willing to accord to him; and the 
aonument, begun in this city while the 
Spirit of veneration for the virtues sig- 
aalized in his career and the principles 
Established by his courage and wfisdom 
Ivas still extant, too sadly and truly rep¬ 
resents in its lialf-tinished state the cessa¬ 
tion of the spirit which prompted our 
lathers to begin it. 

Washington was an abler general than 
lost persons suppose, judging from the 
Imallness of the forces under his control 
Ivhen compared with the immense armies 
bf Napoleon or those lately in conflict in 
this country. Good judges who have 
studied the plans of his campaigns pro- 
lounce them masterpieces of military 
(kill, exhibiting the capacity to wield 
armies of far greater extent than he 
ever had the opportunity to command, 
tie used the powers of a dictator with 
judgment—he served his country amidst 
trials rarely exceeded without compensa¬ 
tion, and when he had achieved the final 
victory which made liberty and inde¬ 
pendence secure, he went before the 
Continental Congress at Annapolis and 
laid at its feet fc the sword it had placed 
In his hands. N o personal ambition ever 
tempted him to serve himself at the ex¬ 
pense of the people; no spirit of self-ag- 
rrandizement or avarice stained the 
Imritv of his motives to serve them. 
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